
Bill Arp Elementary School 

Back to School 2020-2021 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Option 1: Traditional Face-to-Face Instruction 

 

1. How will social distancing be enforced during the school day? 

 

Students will be limited in their contact with others. As much as possible, students will remain in their 

classrooms throughout the day with their teachers. Students in 4th and 5th grades will remain in the same 

classroom while the teachers will rotate from room to room throughout the day instead of the students 

rotating. Regular handwashing times will be built into the schedule for all classes. 

 

As much as possible, students will face the same direction in the classroom to avoid speaking toward 

one another. 

 

In the hallways, students will be moving in the same direction and will avoid crossing other students or 

classes during transitions.  

 

2. Will faculty be checking vitals of everyone that comes through the doors? 

 

No. Parents will be asked to take temperatures of their students at home. According to health department 

guidelines, temperature readings have the potential to be inaccurate if students are exiting a very hot or 

very cold bus. The best time to check is before the student leaves home. 

 

3. How many students will be in each class? 

 

We won’t know this until we know how many students are choosing traditional learning and how many 

are choosing a digital option. 

 

4. How will breakfast and lunch be handled? 

 

Students will have touchless breakfast and lunch procedures. Students will socially distance in the 

cafeteria line, be handed their wrapped/sealed meals, and then use a scan card to charge the meal to their 

account.  

 

Students will take breakfast to their classrooms to eat in the morning. 

 

Each grade level will have one day per week to eat lunch in the cafeteria where they can spread out and 

maintain safe distances. For the other four days, students will eat in their classrooms with their teachers. 

 

5. Will everyone be required to wear a face mask/ covering? 

 

Mask requirements are still being discussed at this time. The district will set the final guidelines for 

masks, and we will abide by that at the school. 

 

 



6. When will we know about bus routes and pickup times? 

 

The transportation department will publicize this information when all routes have been planned and 

assigned.  

 

The transportation department and individual drivers will be using a product called Quat-Stat, which is a 

disinfectant widely used on a national level to clean and sanitize buses, after each route. Buses will also 

be regularly fogged using the same disinfectant. Because a 6-foot separation is not possible on buses, all 

riders will wear a mask or face covering. 

 

7. What are the protocols if someone tests positive for COVID-19? 

 

Students and faculty members who have a fever or otherwise exhibit symptoms should not report to 

school. An employee or student who tests positive for COVID or is otherwise required to quarantine 

may not return to school until they are cleared by the school system’s head nurse. 

 

Students or faculty members who become sick or begin exhibiting symptoms while at school will be 

moved to a designated isolation room. The lead nurse and assistant superintendent for student services 

will be informed, along with the superintendent. A footprint investigation will begin to identify potential 

people and areas of infection. The assistant superintendent of operations will be made aware and a 

bioremediation company will be contacted immediately to eradicate the virus in the areas identified 

along with any additional potential areas of infection. 

 

Quarantining of specific classes, grade levels, and/or the entire school will be determined by the district 

and principal based on the results of the footprint investigation. If the quarantining is warranted, whether 

for specific students or the entire school, digital learning will start immediately for students. 

 

8. What if we choose Option 1 now, but want to change to Option 2 later? 

 

Parents may contact the principal who will be happy to assist you in supporting the learning of your 

students. Students will not be forced to come to school under circumstances where the parent is 

uncomfortable or concerned. 

 

The opposite is also true. If students begin in school based digital learning and then parents decide they 

would like their children to return to school, parents may contact the principal and discuss the 

placement. 

 

9. What kinds of training will the custodians, faculty, and staff go through pertaining to cleaning, 

social distancing, and other COVID protocols? 

 

Appropriate and thorough training is essential for stopping the spread of COVID. Custodians will attend 

a specific training on how to keep our schools clean through our contracted cleaning company, 

American Facility Services. Our cleaning staff is also frequently trained to recognize the symptoms of 

COVID, along with other potential contaminants. 

 

Our Bill Arp staff will also undergo a thorough training on the CDC guidelines for stopping the spread 

of COVID. This training will include classroom safety, as well as procedures for hallways, restrooms, 



and the cafeteria. Staff will also be trained on what to do if symptoms are present in themselves or with 

a student. 

 

10. Will students still attend special areas classes (Art, Music, PE, STEAM)? 

 

Yes. The teachers in these classes will have disinfectant, and they will have time built into their 

schedules to disinfect all surfaces between each class. 

 

11. Will students be able to go outside for recess, or will they have to remain indoors? 

 

Students will be able to use the playground for recess. We believe that this is a chance to get fresh air 

and exercise. At Bill Arp, we are blessed to have a very large play area outdoors, so classes will be able 

to have their own area of the playground. This will reduce the possibility of cross-contamination. 

Playground equipment will frequently be wiped down with disinfectant. 

 

12. Will there be an Open House/ Sneak-a-Peek? 

 

Under the current circumstances, we do not believe that it is wise to pack the school with nearly 2,000 

people, which is the typical average attendance for Sneak-a-Peek. 

 

We will have an on-site Open House for new kindergarten students, with staggered times for parents and 

students to come. For grades 1-5, homeroom teachers will host a virtual Open House and will be 

available via video call to meet parents and students and answer any questions you have. 

 

Information on homeroom assignments and how to join the virtual Sneak-a-Peek online will be sent to 

all students on postcards in the coming weeks. 

 

13. Will there be an After-School Program? 

 

Yes. ASP will be open and available to our students. 

 

14. Will visitors be allowed to come to the school? 

 

Until public health officials determine that COVID no longer presents a significant risk, only essential 

visitors will be allowed. These visits must be scheduled in advance. Visitors will not be admitted for 

lunch or other non-essential purposes. This is for the continued safety of all students. 

 

15. How can parents help? 

 

We ask that you remain flexible. Information is ever-changing and we are working as fast as we can to 

ensure we continue to offer our students the best education while maintaining safety.  

 

In addition, we also ask that parents be prepared to send students to school with their own supplies, as 

students will not be sharing those this year. Homeroom teachers will be sharing supply lists as the 

beginning of the year gets closer. 

 

 

 



Option 2: School-Based Digital Learning (SBDL) 

 

1. What is digital learning going to look like? 

 

Much of this will be determined by how many students choose this option. The instruction will be much 

more robust and time-intensive than what students experienced during the digital learning period last 

spring. Google Meet will be used to connect students from home to the school. Students will receive live 

instruction, either through a live stream of the classroom or from an assigned digital learning teacher, 

and they will be participating in every subject, every day. Attendance will be taken each day, just as if 

the student were in school. The school day will officially begin at 7:40 AM, and students will be 

expected to be logged in and prepared to learn by that time each day. Students participating in digital 

learning will be given breaks for lunch and recess. Otherwise, they will be expected to be online and 

actively participating until the school day ends at 2:25 PM. 

 

2. What resources will they need at home, and will any of those be provided by the school? 

 

All students will be able to check out a Chromebook for use at home. Other resources such as textbooks 

or media center books may be checked out by the school as needed. The school will also provide an 

agenda to assist students with organization. 

 

3. If SBDL is phased out, will students be able to change to the FLEX Academy? 

 

SBDL will not be phased out until public health officials determine that COVID is no longer a concern. 

The FLEX Academy has limited seats, so an application would only be accepted if there is space 

available. As a reminder, any students who choose to enroll in the FLEX Academy will no longer be 

classified as Bill Arp students. 

 

4. What happens for students who enroll/register for school after July 10th but want to choose 

SBDL? 

 

Parents will be able to contact the principal who will be able to assist in providing the best option for 

their student(s). 

 

5. Did teachers have to go through training to teach digitally? 

 

Several training sessions were offered during the summer and many of our teachers participated. 

Additionally, all staff will receive training on digital resources during the pre-planning week. 

 

6. Will students in the special education program still receive those services? 

 

Yes. Students who have IEPs or other modified instructional programs will receive their services from 

our special education department. All IEP guidelines will be maintained. It is possible that parents will 

need to meet to approve amendments to the IEP to cover digital learning and ensure that students 

continue to be supported and served appropriately.  

 

 

 

 



7. Which special areas classes will be offered to SBDL students? 

 

Art, Music, and PE teachers will provide a list of activities for students to choose from, and students will 

use the assigned time for their grade level’s special areas period to work on these activities from home. 

Because the STEAM Lab utilizes special equipment in the lab environment and hands-on activities, 

STEAM lessons will not be possible for SBDL students. 

 

 

8. Will SBDL students be allowed to participate in extracurricular clubs? 

 

Any after-school extracurricular activities will be open to all students. SBDL students will be 

responsible for securing transportation to and from the school if they choose to participate in 

extracurricular activities. 

 

We have not yet determined which, if any, extracurricular activities will be offered for the beginning of 

the school year. All parents, whether traditional or digital, will be informed about which clubs are or are 

not taking place. 

 


